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ELLIS   HARDWOOD FLOORING  - INSTRUCTIONS FOR  INSTALLATION OF
GLUELESS CLICK-LOCK FLOORING

Ellis Hardwood Flooring can be installed much like that of other tongue and groove hardwood flooring, but using the floating methods. 

Since Ellis Hardwood Flooring is a product of nature, there will be slight variations in color.  Please inspect boards before installing to ensure an even shade., or to advise Ellis USA of any manufacturing defects found prior to installing. It is recommended to have the flooring acclimate at least 48 to 72 hours prior to installation.
We highly recommend that you have a professional installer install your Ellis Hardwood Flooring. Ellis disclaims all liability for any errors or improprieties in the installation of its products by an installer, and all installed strips will be considered as being accepted by the installer or home owner. Ellis Click Engineered Flooring could be installed ABOVE or BELOW GRADE (in basements or rooms below Ground Level),. When cutting the Flooring, please use OVER a 3600 rpm high speed power saw (e.g. cut-off saw) that attaches to a woodworking Tungsten Carbon Tip-End blade. Since wood fibers are strong and sharp, please take the necessary safety precautions when cutting the flooring.  
Before installing:
Since there is slight shrinkage and swelling in hardwood flooring, you should open the boxes in the rooms in which it is to be installed  at least 3 days, or more, prior to installation to let the material acclimate to its surroundings.  Flooring should not be delivered during rainy or snowy conditions, as it easily absorbs moisture. Ellis Hardwood Flooring should be stored in a climate-controlled area, with air space under boxes on ground-level concrete, and away from outside walls. If any single piece of  flooring is found to be defective in any way, including machining, or finish, it should not be installed. The Installer / Home Owner assumes full responsibility for inspecting the quality, color and finish of the flooring. This inspection must be done prior to installation. If the material is not acceptable, immediately contact the seller and DO NOT INSTALL IT. 

SUBFLOOR:

1). Concrete:
Make sure your subfloor is level, clean, dry, and free of dirt, wax, oil and paint.  Ensure that it is structurally sound and free of protruding objects. 
Slopes of 5 mm (1/4”) or more over 2 meters (6 Ft) should be leveled using a leveling compound.  Allow the compound to dry fully for about 7 days before installing your floor.  

Lay a moisture barrier of polyethylene sheeting and overlaps the edges by about 200 mm ( 8”). Seal the edges, taping the whole seam, using a wide adhesive tape. Continue the moisture barrier up the sides of the wall for about 50 mm (2”) to keep moisture from entering to the floor. Then lay the sound-proofing or other type of underlayment (cork or polyethylene foam) on top of the moisture barrier and tape the edges together without over-lapping. 
Any carpet or padding that previously covered the floor must be completely removed to avoid future humidity problems.

When installing on a sub-floor over concrete, please pay special attention to the following:

The slab must be cured for at least 30 days prior to moisture testing. Newly poured concrete will generally need to cure for 60 days. Always test the moisture content with a moisture meter before installing. Other testing methods include Polyfilm, Phenolphthalein, or Calcium Chloride.  

We recommend using some sort of moisture barrier to protect the flooring.  Acceptable moisture barriers include:  double felt or two layers of 15 lb. asphalt saturated felt paper, or an epoxy sealer.       

.2). Wood / Plywood or other subfloors:
Make sure your subfloor is level, clean, dry, and free of dirt, wax, oil and paint.  Ensure that it is structurally sound and free of protruding nails and staples

Slopes of 5 mm (1/4”) or more over 2 meters (6 Ft) should be leveled and ensure the leveling compound is completely dry before installing the floor.
Lay the sound-proofing or other type of underlayment (cork or polyethylene foam) and tape the edges together without over-lapping

3). Radiant Heat:
Ensure the radiant heat thermostat is turned on at least one week prior to installing to ensure no variations in moisture content and. Turn off the heat about 4 hours before installing, allowing the heat to cool down to room temperature . Please ensure the heating system is designed to work with wooden flooring so that is does not cause excessive drying and shrinkage of the wood. After installation, turn the heating system back on immediately

** AT NO TIMES MUST THE FLOOR SURFACE EXCEED 29Degrees C (85 Degrees F). Radiant heat systems create dry heat that could lower the interior humidity levels, and it may be necessary to add a humidifier to maintain the recommended levels of 35%-55% moisture content to avoid damage to the wood floor.  After installation, the room temperature should be kept below 26 degrees C (80 degrees F).

INSTALLING:

Leave a clearance of at least 12mm  (1/2”) between the top surface of the Ellis click Flooring and underside of baseboard heaters. Make sure door and door frames clearance is sufficient to allow the doors to move freely without making contact with eth wooden floor. Remove exisiting baseboards and moldings and sweep the subfloor clean before installing. Do not work on top of the newly installed flooring. In the event this is necessary, make sure to use a kneeler board to support your weight evenly.

We recommend you install your flooring parallel to the longest outside (exterior) wall in the room, preferably perpendicular to a wall with a window. 

Lay a few rows of flooring to get a clearer idea of the aesthetic look.  Measure the room to ascertain that the walls are straight, and calculate the width needed for the last row of flooring.  For boards of less than 50 mm (2’), re-cutting the first row will be necessary to ensure stability. DO not include the tongue of the board in this calculation, because all exposed tongues must be removed from the perimeter of the floor (that is the first row of boards). If you have an irregular wall for the first row, that board must be cut to follow the wall’s irregularity,  When cutting any boars, ensure the saw’s teeth are cutting into the surface of the board (with table saw decorative surface is face down).

Starting in one corner of the room, install the flooring from left to right with the tongue sides facing the walls. Place spacers between the board and the wall.

One spacer on the width and one spacer at each end where one board joins another. Spacers provide the necessary space required for expansion around the perimeter of the floor. It is extremely important to leave at least 8 mm (5/16”) free around the entire floor, including under the door-frames. The boards at the ends of each row must not be shorter than 300 mm (12”) to ensure stability. If any last boards is shorter than 300 mm (12”), it is advisable to re-cut the first board in that row. The remainder of the boars from the first row can be used as the first board in the next row. Stagger the boards by cutting the first board in every other row in half. The pattern is repeated until the next wall is reached.

When laying the boards for the first row, lay the first board flat and against the spacers. The next board being laid must be elevated at a slight angle to allow the tongue to slip into the groove of the first board. Once flat, push and gently tap the boards together until they clip in tight.
For the second and consecutive rows, elevate the board on the long side at a slight angle to allow the tongue to slip into the groove.

 The next board should be laid the same way, but with the tongue on the left side of the plank falling just next to the previous board. Once flat, you can push and gently tap the boards together until they clip in tight.
When you reach the final row, place a loose board precisely in the last laid board. Place another board on top, but with it’s edge 8 mm (5/16”) from the wall.

Trace a cutting line along the middle board, and saw it along that line.

Lay the board you cut, and ease it into position. Insert  spacers between the wall and the last board to ensure there is an 8 mm (5/16”) expansion gap.

To pass obstacles through the floor coverings (radiator mounts, pipes, etc.) use a pencil to trace position for drilling. Find the center and then drill, using a big enough bit to leave 8 mm (5/16”) perimeter play. Cut the strip in tow so that the saw mark goes through the center of the drilled hole, so that the strip can be re-assembled around the pipe. If the obstacle is on the long side of the strip, cut it in a trapezoid shape, otherwise a straight cut would be best.
When going form one room to another, make sure to separate the rooms with a transition Mold.

The floor is ready for sue as soon as it is laid.

Then, remove the spacers, and cover the expansion joints along the perimeter of the floor with baseboards and/ or quarter rounds. If a moisture barrier was used, remember to fold the polyethylene sheet along the edge of the wall under the baseboard / and or quarter rounds. Fit these Moldings to the walls without attaching them to the floor. Install T-Mold to hide expansion gaps where necessary (doorways, etc).

Any left-over boards can be stored for a number of years, as long  as they are stored flat in a moisture free area. Replace any furniture.
ELLIS   WARRANTY

From the time the flooring is machined until it reaches our customer, Ellis is committed to ensuring the quality of production, finishing, packaging, transportation, and delivery of our product.  Ellis Hardwood Flooring warrants against manufacturing defects and has a warranty on all types of flooring. 
Ellis Hardwood flooring has the following warranties that the wear layer will remain bonded to the flooring and not wear through:
· 25-year limited warranty against Aluminum Oxide wear finishes for Residential use
While we do stand behind, and warrantee our product, we warrant Ellis Hardwood Flooring, in its original manufactured form, to be free from defects in assembly and milling for five (5) years – one year (1) on commercial installations. Ellis Hardwood flooring that is Pre-finished carries limited warranties on the wear surface, as stated above.

Damage from expansion or contraction on an improperly laid floor is not covered. It is the responsibility of the installer or house-owner to verify the suitability of the sub-floor for the installation. It is the responsibility of the installer and/or the homeowner to inspect the flooring boards prior to installation to ensure the flooring is in good condition. We accept no responsibility for costs of product or labor when boards with pre-existing defects have been installed.

Exposure to sunlight will cause changes in the shading of any wooden floor as it ages. Area rugs should be occasionally moved, as they may give the appearance of discoloring under the rug. This is not a product defect.  
Ellis’ s Warranties are limited to the initial buyer and homeowner, and do not cover acts of negligence, including, but not limited to:

Improper installation, wrongful use, acts of nature, inadequate acclimation time and exclude any indentations, scratches or surface damages caused by lack of proper maintenance, misuse, negligence, spiked heel shoes, pets, any water damage, erosion, sand, commercial use, other abrasives or insufficient protection on furniture, etc…. We decline any responsibility for damage resulting from or associated with the sub-floor, sub-surface, job site damage, or other mechanical or physical deficiencies or failures, especially excessive moisture conditions. Moisture problems as a result of leaks, rain, wet mopping, sub-floor moisture, etc. or excessive dryness or heat, are not covered by this warranty.
Since hardwood flooring is a product of nature, industry standards consider imperfections up to 5% to be normal. Similarly, some color variations are normal for natural flooring products. It is also understood that wooden flooring will change color during it’s life-time, due to acts of nature such as sunlight and oxidation.

MAINTENANCE

We recommend that your Ellis Hardwood Floor be dust mopped or swept with a soft bristle broom daily, or as often as necessary.  Floor mats and area rugs may be used in entrance ways and high traffic areas to further protect the floor.  Similarly, soft felt or protector pads should be placed on the legs of the furniture to prevent scratches.  

There are a variety of hardwood floor cleaners on the market.  Please follow the directions precisely.  Pay attention to cleaners that require mixing with water.  Water can damage your floor if it mixed incorrectly with the cleaner or is left on too long.  

Finished floors should not be waxed. Wax based products will affect the coating finish and irreparably dull it.
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